EXTRAORDINARY DOCTOR

Text: Matthew 9:18-26
Readings: Leviticus 15:25-33, Numbers 15:37-41 
Theme: Jesus demonstrates his power to heal as people turn to him in faith out of great need. 
Purpose: To encourage you to turn to Jesus in faith in great need believing in his power.

Congregation,

You know how badly someone wants something by the lengths they are prepared to go in order to get what they want. 
Think of a person who really wants a job and they keep trying and asking and applying and searching until they find one.
A young couple desperately want to buy their first home, so they save hard and tighten their belts and make every effort to gather enough money for a deposit.
Someone else is troubled by a chronic condition and is prepared to undergo major surgery in order to relieve the pain and gain better health. 
If people desperately want something they will go to great lengths to gain it. 

This passage describes two people who desperately wanted help from Jesus. They believed he had the power to give them what they asked for, and they came to him, even though it was very difficult for them to do that.

This story is part of the third group of miracles in chapters 8 and 9 of this gospel. As we have seen, Matthew has arranged his gospel topically and has grouped together nine miracles in three groups of three. This third and final group shows people turning to Jesus in faith out of situations of desperate need. 
We want to consider 
1) Their Extraordinary Need; 
2) The Extraordinary Power of Jesus and briefly, 
3) what an Extraordinary Person he was. 

Let's first of all consider the EXTRAORDINARY NEED that drives people to Jesus in faith. 

Jesus may well have been still eating at Matthew's home with all the tax-collector friends of Matthew when "a ruler came and knelt before him." We know from the other gospels that he was a ruler of the synagogue and his name was Jairus. His young daughter had been sick and had just died and he came to Jesus pleading for help. 

It was most unusual for such a person to come to Jesus. The synagogue rulers were part of the religious establishment. They were very important people in the Jewish community. It was their job to oversee all that happened in the general running of the synagogue and to organise and supervise the worship services. They appointed people to pray and read and invited others to preach from the Scriptures. Most of the religious leaders hated Jesus and his teaching because he disregarded their traditions. They were jealous of his popularity among the people and they disagreed with his new interpretations. Most of them wanted to get rid of Jesus.

But this synagogue ruler came to Jesus, knelt before him in a gesture of great courtesy and respect, and asked for his help. He didn't come at night, like the Pharisee Nicodemus, when few people could see him. No, he came during the day, even during a busy meal-time, with lots of people around. He didn't mind how many people saw him. He came because he was desperate. His little daughter had just died and he believed that Jesus could raise her.
 
The gospels record three instances where Jesus raised people from the dead: The son of the widow of Nain, Lazarus and the daughter of Jairus. This is the only time someone actually asked Jesus to do this.
Jesus agreed that he would go with him and they set off on their way with a great crowd of people following, jostling each other and hurrying to keep up. 

As they were walking along another person in great need came close to Jesus. This was "a woman who had been subject to bleeding for 12 years" (vs 20). We are not told the exact nature of the problem she had but we can be sure it was especially difficult for her.

A condition like this was difficult physically. She probably had something wrong with her womb and it probably caused her a great deal of pain, quite apart from the humiliation of such a problem. The loss of blood would have left her weak and lethargic.

It was difficult socially because this condition made her ceremonially unclean, and anything and anyone she touched would also become unclean. She should not even have been in that crowd of people, mixing with them and touching them. People like this became isolated, lonely and withdrawn. 

And it was difficult for her financially. Mark tells us that she had spend all she had on doctors and treatments. The Jewish Talmud listed nine possible cures for this condition and no doubt she had tried everyone of them, and more. Now she had no money left. 

She had reached the end of her own resources and had exhausted all that others might be able to do for her. In desperation she turned to Jesus. 

Out of their great need both of them turned to Jesus in faith.
Yet their faith was limited. 
Jairus came to Jesus because he had nowhere else to go. There was no one else who could help him. Jesus was a last resort - all he had left. 
And the woman's faith was no doubt mixed with superstition. She thought there was healing power in the clothing of Jesus - "If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed."
Neither Jairus nor the woman knew much about Jesus. Their knowledge was small; their theology was shallow; their understanding was superficial.

But they had faith in Jesus. They believed he could help them. They looked to him in their time of need. They trusted in him. This is faith. True faith involves some knowledge of Jesus (although not necessarily a lot - as we can see from these two people), and it means coming to Jesus - going to him, seeking his help. 
The writer of Hebrews says; "And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him" (Hebs 11:6). 
Jesus assures us that when we come to him he will receive us: "All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away." (John 6:37).

The important requirement is not the amount of your faith, but that you have faith.
Some people have a feeble faith, like the man who cried; "I believe, help my unbelief!" Others have a great faith, like the centurion in Matthew 8:10. 
Weak faith is less comfortable than strong faith; weak faith will limit your ability to serve the Lord; weak faith will carry you to heaven with less joy than strong faith; but weak faith is still saving faith; weak faith still gives you an interest in Christ. The great question is: Do you trust in Christ? Do you look to Jesus for forgiveness and help?

This is the question each of us must answer - that you must answer. Do you trust in Jesus? You may say; "But my faith is small. I don't know much. My belief is weak." That may be so; but the important thing is to believe, to trust, to look to Jesus, to come to him to be able to say:
"Out of my bondage, sorrow and night,
	Jesus I come, Jesus I come,
	Into thy freedom, gladness and light,
Jesus I come to thee." (Ps. H. 428)
That's what you need to do - all the time, every day.

Before we leave this matter of faith we should note that we are saved by faith, or through faith. Faith is the means of our salvation, not the cause. It is the instrument of salvation, not the ground. 
When Jesus told the woman; "Your faith has healed you" he meant that it was her faith in him that had healed her. Faith, in and of itself, doesn't save anyone. It all depends what you believe. Faith is only as strong as the object of faith. 
You might have faith in yourself, or faith in the stars, but that won't help you. You might believe passionately in the healing power of crystals, but that won't make you well. Faith is only as strong as its object, its reference point. The synagogue ruler and this woman believed in Jesus and were helped. You too can trust in him, and be helped.
"My hope is built on nothing less,
	than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
	No merit of my own I claim,
	but wholly trust in Jesus' name.
	On Christ the solid rock I stand,
	all other ground is sinking sand."

God will often use a great sense of need to drive people to the Lord Jesus in faith. 
When that happens you will know, secondly, the EXTRAORDINARY POWER of the Lord.

The woman who had been bleeding for 12 years believed that if should only touched the edge of the coat of Jesus she would be healed. The word translated as 'edge' can also be translated as tassel or fringe. In the Old Testament God had commanded the people of Israel to make a tassel with a blue cord and tie these on to the four corners of their outer coat. These coats were a large square piece of cloth and were worn with one end thrown over the shoulder. So one of these tassels would be behind Jesus. 

The woman came up behind Jesus because she didn't want to be noticed. She didn't want to draw any attention to herself. 
But even in that great press of people Jesus knew that someone had touched him; he knew that power had gone out of him (Mark 5:30). 
He turned and saw the woman and said; "Take heart, daughter, your faith has healed you." Matthew tells us that she "was healed from that moment" (v 22).

Here we see the extraordinary power of Jesus at work. He made her well and her healing was immediate, instantaneous and permanent. 

We see the same power at work in Jairus' daughter. No doubt Jairus was getting impatient at this delay in Jesus getting to his home. They were wasting precious minutes. But eventually they arrived there.

There to meet them was a whole crowd of people, mourning and wailing, as well as people playing the flute. This was the usual Jewish practice when someone died. Even the poorest families were expected to provide two flute players and one wailing woman. These people were hired as professional mourners and they got everyone else going. So it was a "noisy crowd" (v 23) - it was disorderly, pandemonium!

In the midst of all this noise and commotion Jesus said; "Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep" (vs 24). Jesus did not mean that she was literally sleeping. He used the word 'sleep' to describe death. But he was saying that as far as he was concerned death was merely like someone sleeping - he could wake her up. 

"But they laughed at him." The word can also be translated as 'ridiculed'. The tense of the verb indicates that they kept on laughing. They did not believe in Jesus. The great healer had arrived too late. Now he was adding insult to injury by saying that this dead girl was only asleep. So they mocked him. They scorned him. 
But eventually Jairus and the disciples of Jesus got the noisy crowd outside, and then Jesus "went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up." Just like that! Here is a great miracle! One of the greatest - to raise someone from the dead. 
Some of us have been at the bedside of a loved one who has died. The person takes their last breath and the life goes out of them. After a short while the body grows cold and stiff. You touch them and there is no response, no movement. You can see that the soul has gone from that person and there is no bringing them back. They have gone.  
This is what happened to this little girl. But Jesus took her hand, and spoke to her and she came back to life. Her pulse began once again, her eyelids fluttered open, she started to breathe and to move. Maybe she yawned and stretched. She was alive! You can imagine the rejoicing and happiness in that Jewish household that day! A joy that anticipates the rejoicing there will be at the final resurrection when Jesus returns and when the dead will be raised incorruptible! 

The power of Jesus to heal people physically was a testimony to his power to heal people spiritually. 

The Greek word translated as 'healed' in this passage can also be translated as 'saved'. A person's physical healing was often a testimony to their spiritual healing. So when Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has healed you", he was talking about her whole person - body and soul. 
This is why Jesus said to the paralytic, "Your sins are forgiven", and then said, "Get up, take your mat, and go home" (Matt 9:2,6).

The healing power of Jesus is available to you today. 
God does not promise to cure all of us of all our physical aches and pains (We considered that in an earlier sermon). 
But he does promise to forgive you your sins: "Come now, let us reason together says the Lord. Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow. Though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool" (Is 1:18). Go to him and plead for forgiveness because he is able to do this. 

He can do this, finally, because he is an EXTRAORDINARY PERSON. 

He was the Messiah - the One Promised in the Old Testament. He came with God's power and he could heal those no one else could heal and even raise the dead. 

He could do this because he was God and man; fully divine and fully human; Son of God and Son of Man. All the power of God was there in the person of God's Son, Jesus, who was filled with God's Holy Spirit. He was and is almighty and all powerful. 
 
Jesus isn't physically here with us today. But you can know about him through the Bible, and you can reach out and touch him with the hand of faith. You can't touch his garment, but you can touch his heart. Jesus will feel even the lightest touch. He will respond to even the weakest faith. 
People will go to extraordinary lengths when they really want something.
In your great need you need to turn to Jesus and ask for his power, his forgiveness, his presence, his help. 
Do that today and you will not be disappointed.

Amen. 

